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General 
If you wonder why the Newsletter style is a bit different, it 
is because Joe and Ian are off for a few weeks, so they have 
left me with the keys and I will be running the next few PPG 
sessions.  

For simplicity (for me) I am using the old PPG Newsletter 
style. 

Photo Themes 

Coverall rolling topic: 
(For general use and submission to local publications) 

Summer 
Holiday Snaps 

Main  Themes 
(For our regular six-weekly members’ photos sessions) 

Flowers & Insects 
Wildlife 
Architecture 
 
Please send your images to Ian Halstead as usual. 
 
Whilst Ian and Joe are away I won’t be hosting a 
“Members’ Photos” session on the above topics. 
These will wait for Ian’s return. 
 

Last Meeting: 17th July 

Introduction 
Ian & Joe opened with the news and housekeeping. 

John Simons 
The previous meeting (10th July) had been devoted to 
reminiscences of John Simons and his various photographic 
images, works and activities.  

Two things had been proposed: 

1) That we should put a suitable John Simons 
photograph up in Sheepfair (in one of the PPG 
frames). 

2) That we should make up photo-book comprising 
the various images that were shown on 10th July. 
His children could not attend on 10th and this 
would be given to Jean for them. 

Joe told us that Christine Buck had spoken to Jean Simons 
and that Jean had now selected a photograph for display at 
Sheepfair. 

Joe asked the members to coinfirm that they were happy 
for the picture to be printed and mounted (it would go into 
one of the existing frames at Sheepfair). He also asked for 
approval to produce the photo-book. The PPG funds would 
be used to pay for these. 

Both motions were unanimously approved by those who 
were present. 

Rob Cross reminded us that the Lichfeld Camera Club is 
having an exhibition at Chasewater from Wednesday 5th 
July 2017 - Friday 28th July 2017. Entry is free. 

Driver Booster Pro (IObit) 
This was mentioned at the end of the meeting but is 
included here as a genertal topic. 

John Ford explained that every day 
www.giveawayoftheday.com offers some free commercial 
software. It is only available for 24 hours and must be 
downloaded, installed and activated within the period given 
(which ends at 09:00 each morning. 

John explained that a particularly valuable program was 
IObit’s Driver Booster Pro which was the current freebie. It 
checks how up to date all your drivers on your PC are and 
then updates them (you can choose). 

He explained that with the download you get the basic 
vesrion plus a file with the activation code that upgrades 
the program to the Pro version. 

It is worth bookmarking the site and checking daily to see 
what you can get. The previous free program was a camera 
card recovery programe. 

Main Session - Camera Basics 
Ian with support from Joe, went though Camera Basics. 

This was a dialogue session, with all the members 
contributing to the session. 

Ian explained how you had three variables on a camera to 
get a correctly exposed image: 

 

 

and that you altered the balanced combination of all three 
to achieve what you wanted. 

Shutter Speed:  
This is the time that the shutter is oipen, increasing or 
decreasing the quantity of light reaching the film or sensor. 

It allows you to choose the degree to which you stop action 
or, if you prefer, create some movement blur. 

Aperture: 
This is how large the opening in the lens is. It controls the 
light by letting in more or less light during a given period. 

It allows you to alter the depth of field.  

A large aperture (small f/number) lets in a lot of light but 
gives shallow depth of field so the background is blurred, 
helping the subject to stand out. This is ideal for portraits. 

A small aperture (large f/number) gives the greatest depth 
of field so that near and far objects are sharper. But less 
light is transmitted and longer shuitter speeds are needed. 
This is ideal for landscape photos. 

Shutter 
Speed 

Aperture ISO 

http://www.giveawayoftheday.com/
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ISO: 
This is how sensitive the sensor is to light. The higher the 
ISO, the less light that is needed to get a correct exposure. 

But there is a penalty. As the ISO increases, so does the 
noise in the image. 

Thus the correct exposure is a choice of the combination of 
Shutter Speed, Aperture & ISO to get the sort of result you 
want (motion, depth of field and so on). 

This is the YouTube video that we have used before. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8T94sdiNjc 

Autofocus 
Ian went on to describe the main types of focus: 

 Manual 

 One Shot 

 AI Servo (AI = artificial intelligence) 

 AI 

Manual: 
You switch the lens from AF to MF and then manually 
adjust the focus by turning the ring on the lens (cameras 
with fixed lenses usually have a control).  

The camera does not try to focus the lens and there is no 
delay as the camera tries to focus. 

The canera focus points in the viewfinder will normally 
beep if they detect that the object that they see is in focus. 

One Shot: 
This is basic autofocus: 

 When focus is achieved, the dot inside the AF 
point achieving focus lights briefly in red, and the 

focus confirmation light [  ] in the viewfinder will 
also light. 

 With evaluative metering, the exposure setting will 
be set at the same time focus is achieved. 

 While you hold down the shutter button halfway, 
the focus will be locked. You can then recompose 
the shot and the focus will not cahnge. This is 
often called “focus lock”. 

AI Servo: 
This is for moving subjects. 

 The camera first uses the center AF point to focus. 
If the subject moves away from the center AF 
point, the camera tracks it and continues to focus 
as long as the subject is covered by another AF 
point. 

 The exposure is set at the moment the picture is 
taken. 

AI Mode: 
This is the “catch all” option (if you have it) 

 The camera operates in One Shot mode and 
focuses on the subject. But if the subject starts 
moving, the camera will detect the movement and 
change the AF mode automatically to AI Servo AF. 

 Put more simply, it is One Shot Mode that will 
switch over automatically to Servo mode if it 
thinks it should. 

All those Buttons & Menus 
Ian went on to go through all the different buttons ands 
settings on a digital camera. 

Since there are lots and lots of buttons and controls and 
menu items and no two camera models are the same and 
different photographers use some things but not others, 
this session was very much about Ian going through all the 
main “functions” and everyone contributing something. 

 

Figure 1: Examples of Scene Setting Icons 

 

 

As always, a big part of this was discovering how to access 
the settings on the camera (different makes and models of 
cameras work in different ways).  

Conclusion 
This is a massive topic. The session was most useful, helping 
us all to better understand some of the functions on our 
cameras. 

 

Next Meeting on 24th July 

Taking a better picture 

Having had a session on what all those various buttons and 
things do (and having unanimously agreed that there are 
too many of them for human comfort), the session next 
Monday will ignore the technology and concentrate on 
getting a good picture – whatever that might mean to you.  

Why are some photographs great and others are awful? 

These days most photographs are taken on mobile phones 
or tablets.  

We will assume that the 
camera, mobile phone 
or tablet can do all the 
clever “thinking” stuff 
to get the exposure and 
focus right and we will 
look at the different 
reasons for taking a 
picture and how we can 
make our images 
better.  

“Better” means a picture that does what you want it to.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8T94sdiNjc
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There is no monopoly 
on taking a great 
photo (or a bad one) 
and it does not 
depend upon having 
fancy high-tech 
equipment. It is all 
about thinking about 
the photo that you 

are taking. 

Please bring your cameras and mobile phones or tablets. 

Because this session will be all about the 
picture, not the camera it will be suitable 
for anyone, including those with basic 
cameras or who only use their mobile 
phone. Indeed please encourage “non-
photographers” in Phoenix to come 
along. 
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Members’ Photos 
I have not included members’ photos because, having taken 
over temporarily, I don’t have any. But I have included the 
following: 

S A I Guide 
This is a simple reminder of the effects of aperture, shutter 
speed and ISO. 

 

Print it out, cut it out and keep it with your camera to 
remind you  

Handout: 
A few years ago we did a handout about Speed, Aperture, 
ISO and realated stuff. It is with this email. Just print it out 
and fold it into 1/3rd. 

 

 

Our next session will be all about 
taking better pictures and not about 
the camera it will be suitable for 
anyone, including those with basic 
cameras or who only use their mobile 
phone.  

Please encourage “non-photographers” 
in Phoenix to come along. 

 


