
Phoenix Photographic Group 

Newsletter from Meeting of 24-Sept-2018 

 

Introduction 

Joe opened proceedings by welcoming the 20 members present. Marie 

collected several prints for display within the hospital at Stafford. 

News Items 

Marie later reported she’s put up 11 new prints at the hospital. 

Activities 

Joe introduced the meeting to three Stop Frame Animation videos. Two 

of these had been created by members in the hall the previous week, 

using Lego. The third Bob Bell produced using inflatable “Polly”. 

We then moved on with Bob Southall describing and demonstrating 

how he had produced a system with reliable results, to photograph a 

small ball (actually a marble) falling through a tube which contained a 

LED and receptor which triggered an Arduino. The Arduino set off two 

time delays the first opens the camera shutter, the second the flash. 

Bob showed us some images of the ball falling. (Pics of this can be 

viewed at the end of the newsletter). 

We then moved onto the practical part of the afternoon. 

Ian gave a talk on the he had learned to take images of moving objects. 

Ian showed the group pictures taken using various shutter speeds, 



showing and describing the effect shutter speed had on the image 

taken. If the shutter speed is too fast then image looks stopped. The 

idea is to take pictures which give the image movement. The first 

picture was taken with a shutter speed of 1/500th which made the 

picture look as it was stopped. The following pics gradually reduced the 

shutter speed until the picture taken at 1/80th gave the image some 

speed, with sliding blur, and a sharp outline. 

He then introduced the members to three practice models he had 

brought for the group to use. 

The first, a fan with coloured dots arranged radially on the blades; 

these need to be definable in the picture. To add further difficulty the 

fan was both rotating and reciprocating. 

2. A simple white pendulum with a black and white striped background. 

The idea was to get the background blurred by panning the camera in 

time with the pendulum. 

And thirdly, a model train which ran around a 3 metre oval track. A 

back board was placed along the “Light Side” to gave a blurring ability, 

by panning the camera as the train moved past. 

 

Next Meeting 

Monday 1 October 2018 at Etching hill Village Hall 1.45 

 

 

 



Members Pics 

Please forward any pic you wish to appear at next Mondays Members 

Pics to:-  ianchalstead@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Topics 

Summer / Autumn Colours 

Holiday Snaps 

Transport 

Dereliction 

Militaria 

Please send you images to:- 

ianchalstead@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:ianchalstead@yahoo.co.uk


      

John Ford                                                        Summer? 

 

Harald Potter                                                                               Transport 



 

Les Atkins                                                                                  Militaria 

 

Bob Southall                                        Ball dropping – 24/sept meeting 



 

Bob Southall                                            Line Diagram  


