
Phoenix Photographic Group 

Newsletter from Meeting of 15th October 2018 

 

Introduction 

The meeting got under weigh in good time.  I have no idea how many people were there as I 

was, at the time, wearing too many hats and we were arranged in theatre style rather than 

around tables.  But I’d guess around 20. 

News Items 

The key item at the meeting was from Sue, regarding the Christmas lunch.  Which will be at The 

Rag at 1:00pm on 17th December. The menus is at the end of the Newsletter (following 

Members’ Pics) and Sue would like your £5 deposit as early in November as you can please, 

certainly no later than the end of the month.  The full price is £19.95 and the balance will be 

required by 3rd December. 

John Ford made some excellent suggestions regards our Autumn pictures composition 

challenge ….. 

 That the photos we submit should be ‘fresh’ i.e. ones we take this year, rather than old 

stock we find on our computers from times gone by! 

 Photo composition should be principally ‘through the viewfinder’ rather than by post-

production editing.  Cropping and colour balance permissible as minor improvements. 

 A maximum of three best shots from each person … the objective being quality not 

quantity … i.e. take a couple of intentionally really cracking photos, rather than spray 

and pray and pick the best! 

 Frank suggested displaying the histogram with the reviews to consider how that’s 

reflected in good images. 

 End of November was agreed as the closing date for submissions.  So, get snapping to 

send in some really cracking autumn pictures. 

Since the meeting, a couple of Newsy inputs: 

Bob Southall has had spammy e-mails, the last asking him to click a box to cancel a purchase he 

didn’t make on the Apple site.  I’ve had these too … they look, at first glace, completely 



authentic, but they’re spam …. Intending you should click a link that either downloads malware 

or skims off your data.  The message from us both is:  If you get an e-mail you don’t expect, or 

trust, DON’T click any buttons or boxes! 

As you all know, Margaret Cross has motor neurone disease.  It’s a relatively rare condition, but 

it can affect anyone, at any stage of life.  So, there’s comparatively little reported about the 

effects it has and ways of coping with it.  Margaret has kicked off a terrific initiative to share 

such information, which will help other sufferers, relatives, carers etc to better understand 

what it’s like for the sufferer at first hand.  She is writing a blog and you can all read it by 

clicking on: 

 www.mymnd.video.blog 

 

Activities 

Not much to say here!  All the materials needed to make stop frame animation shots were laid 

out and the challenge for members was to split into two teams to go ahead and do just that.  It 

all seemed to work very well, although Gary’s camera decided to develop a terminal malaise 

about 10 shots in! 

The videos have been compiled and I intend to play them back to the meeting in two weeks’ 

time. 

 

Next Meeting 

Will be at the village hall.  Geoff Setterfield will be reprising his adventures on canals.  He 

assures me that these have a 12A certificate, so you may safely attend even if you are of a 

nervous disposition! 

 

Members Pics 

Topics 

Autumn Colours 
Holiday Snaps 

Transport 
Dereliction 

City Life 

http://www.mymnd.video.blog/


Please send your images to: - 

ianchalstead@yahoo.co.uk 

 

        Nicked by Bob Bell!      

Bob Southall 
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Bob Southall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Allsop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
I want to be free! 

 

Guess how much this sells for! 



 


