
Phoenix Photographic Group 

 
Introduction 

Well, this new title’s a bit of a shock isn’t it?  Twenty people turned out to attend our 

miscellany meeting and learned how essential it is to get movement, size, luminance 

and contrast early into your videos and presentations, if you want to stand out.  In 

this week’s header bar I’ve achieved many of the above in own my garish way … if 

you want movement too you’ll have to shake your own heads violently from side to 

side! 

News Items 

Joe briefly explained that this session had been pulled together at short notice.  We’d 

hoped and expected to have John Armshaw, along with his 2½” scale locomotive.  

The plan was, and still is, that we shall all be able to take photographs of this large 

model which John has crafted himself.  But the date will now be 3rd June so make sure 

– if you’re a footplate fanatic – to be there on that day. 

So, to keep the PPGers from open rebellion, we’d created items for the agenda – Bob 

Bell was to give us a talk about making videos with a DSLR camera and Joe had 

compiled what was hopefully a fun quiz, but with some serious camera questions 

hidden within, to bring out some conversation that would inform everyone about 

camera features that may not be familiar. 

Marie had brought some returning hospital prints and requested more in portrait 

format. 

 

 



Activities 

Following this, Bob embarked upon his ‘making videos’ dissertation.  This was an 

excellent step-by-step guide to what grabs the imagination of the viewer and then 

keeps his or her interest, followed by how to go about weaving those essentials into a 

video anyone is now capable of capturing with their digital camera. 

Bob’s slides do provide an excellent guide – they contains all the tips and do’s and 

don’t’s that are essential to buff up on first if you ever do contemplate creating your 

own home video and then – am I expecting too much? – uploading it to You Tube. 

One of Bob’s slides did tell us something about You Tube and the laggardliness of us 

old grey-haired PPGers: 

 

 



We’ve got all this time on our hands, yet we’re sorely underrepresented.  In fact it 

looks to me from the histogram like it’s Mumsnet that’s winning market share.  So, 

come on PPGers, let’s all try to post three minutes of Scorsese class action and then 

we’ll organize a session where we can be amused by one anothers’ efforts. 

Next up was the quiz, put together by Joe, who’s subsequently had to seek 

counselling due to the lack of general eagerness to answer the questions about 

camera features.  Come on guys, we’re a photographic group!  In theory we should all 

have an interest in using our cameras to their best potential.  This is just one – 

hopefully fun - way to reinforce some of the things we might not know or have 

forgotten.  A couple of people popped up with excellent answers  …  but are the 

majority interested?  I’m unconvinced. 

And I have to offer my apologies to John Ford, for unwittingly picking at an old but 

deeply seated scab.  So simply for effect, I’ll do it again! 

                 

Sorry John! 

 



 

Next Meeting 

Next Monday we’ll be at Etching Hill Village Hall at 1.45 to experiment with 

overlaying text and similar objects onto images.  We’ll be using each of the common 

editing applications, and in addition PowerPoint, to create poster-type documents. 

Just bring yourselves and your laptops! 

 

Members Pics 

Topics 

Special Effects 

Table Top Photography 

Please send your images to: - 

ianchalstead@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

No members’ pics below.  Instead Bob’s “Cheat Sheet” of points to 

remember when making movies.  His full presentation is also attached to 

the mail that brought you this Newsletter. 
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