
Phoenix Photographic Group 

Newsletter from Meeting of 20th May 2019 

Introduction: - 

Ian opened the meeting with 18 members present. Outlining the 

afternoon’s activities with contributions from John Ford and Frank Gill. 

Both Joe and Bob were unavailable for the afternoon. 

News Items: - 

Ian asked the meeting for there views regarding the meeting next 

week, “Spring Bank Holiday Monday”. Only 3 members indicated their 

availability for the afternoon. It was therefore decided not to hold a 

meeting on Monday 27th May. 

Activities: - 

John Ford then took the floor. Starting with a slide which said  

“Nearly There”. Getting to the task John explained the image took 11 

images and 91 layers to achieve the final result. Only the table and the 

magazine were real articles. All the other images being “virtual”. 

John explained he did this while his physical activities being restricted 

following surgery, and to use his words “he had time on his hands”. 

He started with a landscape with penguins in South Georgia, an image 

which had already been stitched. He then did various actions which 

turned it, twisted, halved, generally messed with until he had to create 

a round crop. Ha, Ha. Photoshop not do round crop. More twisting 

twiddling turning. Result a circular picture.   



John then read about making jigsaws. He surfed the internet, found a 

method but saw the description ran to 30 pages of A4 … so he figured 

there must be another way. More surfing and he found the answer. A 

program lying hidden in the dark corners of Photoshop, the name of 

which completely escapes me. However, using this program John 

completed the 90+ layers to complete his “Jigsaw”. 

 

 

Nearly There                                                                              John Ford 



 

What A Puzzle                                                                            John Ford 

John then pulled from his camera bag a device he had developed from 

seeing an American product which is being sold over here for 100 

pounds. The idea is to provide a stable base for a camera where a 

tripod or monopod are unsuitable, for space, or restrictions which 

prohibit the use of these. 



Initially, he produced the base in polypropylene, which he thought to 

be too fragile. He then produced a similar shape in 8mm Aluminium 

plate. Attached to the plate is a ball mounting from the top of tripod, 

which holds the camera. At each corner is a screw, for leveling. Along 

each of the longitudinal sides is a slot for a securing strap. 

The unit then can be used on flat surfaces, uneven surfaces, fastened to 

a pole or tree with the strap through the slots. 

He then showed a version using 8mm plywood.  

 

Not a tripod                                                                                      John Ford 



 

Not a Tripod – Economy Version 

To ‘certify’ the unit John went into Lichfield Cathedral to test for 

officialdom. None came, in fact they were happy to assist. 

A similar experience occurred at Shrugborough. 

After a few questions John sat down. 

 

 



 

Frank then took the floor 

He explained his photos had been taken in Birmingham, while walking 

around the city centre, and areas close by. 

To kick off he showed pictures with shadows creating shapes, then 

moved onto images taken from the Library windows from the inside. 

Pictures of a bucket which had window cleaning equipment then from 

the Library roof of window cleaners using the equipment descending on 

ropes. He then showed us pictures of clock towers in and around the 

city. Canals featured showing the Gas Street basin, with boats 

maneuvering under bridges. Moving out of city centre into areas close 

by, but which were now falling into disrepair and even dereliction. 

Finally finishing showing some double exposure shots using the camera, 

then collages made of pictures used during the presentation. 

Thank you, Frank for a light hearted and entertaining afternoon. 

 

Next Meeting: - 

Monday 3rd June 2019 at Etching Hill Village Hall 1.45pm 

There will be NO meeting Bank Holiday Monday 27/05/2019 

 

 

 

 



Members Pics 

Topics 

Images of anything, taken from unusual angles. 

See if you can show us an image which your friends cannot identify. 

 

Please send your images to: - 

ianchalstead@yahoo.co.uk 

 

No other Members’ Pics this week – we will include some of Frank’s (as 

per his talk) in a future Newsletter 
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