
Phoenix Photographic Group 

Newsletter from Meeting of 7th January 2019 

Introduction 

Wow!  A big turn-out for the first meeting of 2019.  Happy New Year.  Around 24 people turned 

up at the village hall. 

News Items 

The new projector was given its maiden outing.  Purchased with club funds for £450, it was 
found by Bob Bell, being sold-off by a healthcare contractor in London.  It’s had almost no use 
and would be worth £4,500 brand new.  It was voted upon and agreed that this item will 
remain the property of PPG – i.e. we will not suggest that Phoenix acquire this asset.  This 
course of action largely due to the negative comments made regards PPG and its need for 
expensive assets to be purchased from Phoenix reserves. 
 
A change to members’ pics content was proposed, discussed and an agreement finally reached, 
viz: 
 

We’ll have one topic only each month.  It will change every month.  But there will be a period of 
two months after the announcement of a new topic when photos relevant to that topic can be 
sent to Ian. 
Submissions should identify – for each image – whether it’s come straight from the camera, or 
if it’s been edited to improve it. 
When we review the images, we won’t attempt to edit them in-session.  Rather, when 
discussed, if the consensus should identify a possible advantageous edit, the submitter may 
accept the challenge to implement that suggestion and send the altered image back in for a 
second list at a later session. 
 

Activities 

The intention for the afternoon was to close the circle completely regards what the majority of 

members want the group to be doing in the coming weeks.  That input will then guide Joe & Ian 

when choices for session activities are considered and prioritized. 

Joe showed a number of slides that capture the majority opinion (of those members who 

completed the recent questionnaire) regards what they most like, aspire to do at PPG etc.  

These slides are shown below.  The group confirmed that this did indeed reflect the opinions of 

the group.   

 



                     

                     

                    

                     

So, there was agreement that this is a good basis for session planning.  There was some 

discussion about the ways in which some of these activities should be ‘deployed’.   



Out and about sessions are clearly a ‘want’.  However it is understood that not everybody is 

sufficiently fit to undertake hikes across the countryside etc.  Limiting all out and about subject 

matter to that accessible by motor car etc is a bit restrictive, so we’ll try to be sensitive and 

ensure these sorts of ‘excluding’ activities are not planned with great frequency. 

People DO want external speakers and studio material that’s not just home-grown.  Provision of 

these is likely to cost us money.  That can only be sourced from PPG’s own funds, or by 

members paying a ‘fee’ above the 50p for Phoenix for such sessions. 

It was agreed that it’s too easy to say you’ll turn up for a session like this and then not appear, if 

there is no incentive to make the agreement to come a commitment.  On that basis it was 

agreed that attendance at such sessions should be charged to members at £2 per session in 

advance.  The balance of the ‘visitors’ fee would be provided out of PPG’s reserves. 

The ‘draft schedule’ for the next few weeks was then shared to ensure that everybody is happy 

that their feedback is feeding the planning: 

 

           

If there was anything else to note about this session I apologise.  As I was presenting, I wasn’t 

taking notes! 

Next Meeting 

Will be 15th January at the village hall ….   Camera Basics.  And for Members’ Pics: 

Topics 

Open  &   Moving Objects 
 

Please send your images to: -   ianchalstead@yahoo.co.uk 

 

No Members Pics included this month – they will recommence in February 
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